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= ‘All things are from earth and in earth all things end’ (D.K. 21 B27)

= God did not tell us mortals all when time began Only through long-time search
does knowledge come to man. (KRS 188)
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= Pythagoras is attributed with discovering that a string exactly half the length of
another will play a pitch that is exactly an octave higher when struck or plucked.
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= A raging fire, even more than a flowing stream, is a paradigm of constant change,
ever consuming, ever refuelled.

= Heraclitus once said that the world was an ever-living fire: sea and earth are the
ashes of this perpetual bonfire.

= Fire is like gold: you can exchange gold for all kinds of goods, and fire can turn into
any of the elements
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= ‘The way up and the way down are one and the same’

= Thus Diogenes Laertius tells us that the sequence Fire—-air-water—earth is the road
downward, and the sequence earth— water—air-Fire is the road upward

= Heraclitus did indeed believe that the cosmic Fire went through stages of kindling
and quenching
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= The ephemeral theory of the sun is indeed in Heraclitus expanded into a doctrine
of universal flux. Everything, he said, is in motion, and nothing stays still; the world
is like a flowing stream. If we step into the same river twice, we cannot put our feet
twice into the same water, since the water is not the same two moments together

(KRS 214).
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= For these are all equal and identical in age, But each one presides over a different
honor, each one has its own character, And by turns they dominate while the time
revolves.

= And besides these, nothing at all is added nor is lacking; For if they perished
entirely, they would no longer be.

= And this whole here, what could increase it, and coming from where?
= And how could it be completely destroyed, since nothing is empty of these?
= But these are themselves, but running the ones through the others

= They become now this, now that, and each time are continually similar
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= By incorporating plurality into his account,

= (he can explain) the changing world of our experience as the combination and
disaggregation of the enduring roots under the influence of the enduring forces.
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= Bornin at a time when was under the control of the

, Anaxagoras came to .In later life he was charged with and
went into exile in , 500 -428 BC
= Responding to the claims of on the impossibility of change,
Anaxagoras introduced the concept of ( Mind) as an ordering force

= According to Anaxagoras, all things have existed in some way from the beginning,
but originally they existed in infinitesimally small fragments of themselves, endless
in number and inextricably combined throughout the universe



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clazomenae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatolia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impiety
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lampsacus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parmenides
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosmos
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= Never once did it occur to me to consider the science and technology of our times
as belonging to a world basically different from that of the philosophy of
Pythagoras and Euclid

Werner Heisenberg
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= The two most significant figures in the thought of the fifth century

= each of whom not only reshaped his immediate philosophical environment but
influenced, indirectly yet decisively, the whole subsequent development of western
thought.




= In his total rejection, not merely of Ionian cosmology, but of the senses as sources of knowledge,
= Parmenides initiated the conception of a purely a priori investigation of reality,

= Begun the debate between empiricism and rationalism which has been central to much
subsequent philosophy

= he challenged those who accepted the reality of the observable world
= to show how plurality, change, coming-to-be and ceasing-to-be are possible

= The subsequent history of fifth-century cosmology, represented by Empedocles, Anaxagoras
and the Atomists, is that of a series of attempts to meet that challenge.




= Plato accepted one of Parmenides’ fundamental theses, that only the objects of thought, as
distinct from perceptible things, are fully real.

= But rather than drawing the conclusion that the observable world is mere illusion, with the
corollary that the language that we apply to that world is mere empty sound,

= he sought to show how the observable world is an approximation to, or imperfect copy of, the
intelligible world,

= and to develop an appropriate account of language, in which words whose primary
application is to the intelligible world apply derivatively to the sensible.

= contra Parmenides, it is possible to speak intelligibly of what is not.




PLATO

= Holding that strict monism is self-refuting, Plato was committed to positing a
plurality of intelligible natures constituting the intelligible world, to describing the
structure of that world

= and to defending that construction against Parmenidean arguments against the
possibility of non-being.

= Some of the central themes of Platonic metaphysics and philosophy of language
can thus be seen to have developed at least partially in response to the challenge
of Parmenides’ logic




= In one way the influence of Socrates on subsequent philosophy is incalculable.
= Had Socrates not lived, and more particularly had he not died

= It is doubtful if Plato would have become a philosopher rather than a statesman,
= Aristotle who trained in the Academy ............

= Socrates’ principal contribution to philosophy seems to have been twofold,

= First:
= In focusing on fundamental questions of conduct, as distinct from physical speculation

= Second:
= In applying to those questions a rigorous agumentative method.

= The effect of the application of this method to that subject-matter was the creation of
ethics as a distinct area of philosophy.
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PLATO

= His cosmology in the Timaeus blends a basically Pythagorean conception of the
organization of the cosmos with a great deal of detail derived from Empedocles
and others; his metaphysics, is a sustained dialogue with Parmenides (and to a
lesser extent Heraclitus) and his ethics is in large part a response to the challenge
of the sophists.

= In the Republic he seeks to bridge that gap by nothing less than the integration of
psychology with political theory

= A well-organized society must be founded on knowledge of what is best for its
citizens; hence the 6 FROM THE BEGINNING TO PLATO dialogue embraces the
nature of knowledge and its relation to belief




PLATO

= Knowledge is a grasp of reality, and in particular of the reality of goodness; hence
basic metaphysics is included. The account of the training of the rulers to achieve
that knowledge constitutes a fundamental treatment of the philosophy of education,
literature and art




SOPHISTS

= The so-called ‘Sophistic Movement’ was a complex phenomenon.

= In the fifth century BC the increasing intellectual sophistication, economic
prosperity and political development of a number of Greek states, particularly
Athens,
= created a demand for education going beyond the traditional elementary grounding in
= music
= literature (especially poetry),
= arithmetic
= physical training




= The so-called ‘Sophistic Movement’ was a complex phenomenon.

= In the fifth century BC the increasing intellectual sophistication, economic prosperity
and political development of a number of Greek states, particularly Athens,

= A demand for education going beyond the traditional elementary grounding in music
and literature (especially poetry), arithmetic and physical training

= The popularization of the Ionian tradition of cosmological speculation, which was
extended into areas such as history, geography and the origins of civilization.

= The demand for success in forensic and political oratory, fostered by the increase in
participatory democracy which was a feature of political life, especially in Athens,

= led to the development of specialized techniques of persuasion and argument,
associated in particular with the names of Gorgias and Protagoras.

= a rationalistic and critical attitude to things in general, with implications, unwelcome to
those of conservative views, for matters of morality and religion
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= cultural relativism, leading to a view of moral and religious beliefs as tied to the
particular norms of different peoples, with no claim to universal validity.

= Beliefs of this kind were said to arise purely by convention (nomos), and hence to
lack the objective authority that was supposed to reside in nature (phusis);

= a typical example of the use of this contrast was the claim (maintained by Callicles
in Plato’s Gorgias)

= by nature the strong prevail over the weak that is how things should be, and that
conventional rules constraining the aggression of the strong lack any legitimacy.




= This complex of activities and attitudes was transmitted throughout the Greek
world by a new profession, that of itinerant teachers who travelled from city to city
lecturing and giving other kinds of instruction to those who were prepared to pay.

= It was essentially an individualistic activity

= The sophists belonged to no organization, nor did they all share a common body of
specific belief (though the attitudes mentioned above were sufficiently widespread
to be regarded as characteristic of them)

= They founded no schools, either in the sense of academic institutions or in that of
groups of individuals committed to the promulgation of specific philosophical
doctrines




= None of these aspects of the sophists’ activity was without some impact on Socrates,
according to Plato’s portrayal of him.

= Socrates was at one time deeply interested in physical speculation, though he appears to
have abandoned it in favour of concentration on ethical questions

= This shift of interest seems to have been motivated by the rationalistic assumption that
mechanistic explanations are in general inadequate, since they can provide no account
of the reasons for which things happen.




= this rationalism presents Plato’s Socrates with the task of showing that adherence to
the traditional virtues of courage, self-control, etc. are in fact beneficial to the agent

= Socrates rejects the antithesis between nomos and phusis;

= so far from conflicting with the promptings of nature, morality is necessary for
humans to achieve what nature (i.e. rational organization) has designed them to
seek, namely, what is best for them.




= As regards techniques of argument, Socrates indeed relied on a technique which
was one of those pioneered by the sophists,

= Subjection of a hypothesis, proposed by a participant in debate, to critical
questioning, with a view

= To eliciting a contradiction in the set of beliefs held by the proponent of the
hypothesis

= In this case the difference(with soists) was not in method, but in aim.
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