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1��R��G��Cochrane and T��F��Davey��
eds���Leprosy in theory and practice��
2nd ed���Bristol��1964���pp�
1�4; V��Maller�Christensen��
'Evidence of leprosy in earlier 
peoples�' in D��Brothwell and A��T��
Sandi�
��eds���Diseases in antiquity 

�Springfield��I1L��1967���pp��095�306; 
Lu Gwei�Djen and Joseph Needham�
'Records of diseases in ancient 
China�' in Brothwcll and Sandison��
eds���Diseases��pp��336�337;
Johs��G��Andersen��'Studies in the 
mediaeval diagnosis of leprosy in 
Denmark�' Dan��Med��Bull���1969�
16��Suppl��0��1�143��which is a far 
more comprehensive survey of die 
history of leprosy than the tide
would suggest Concerning the words 
leprosy and leper��the terms are today 
deprecated by medical
science��but I have retained them 
because the victim of leprosy in the 
past was known as a leper and

the stigma attached to the name��
especially in medieval Europe��was 
significant
2��See Meller�Christensen �n��1�; 
Andersen �n��1���pp��14�16; James 
Hastings��ed���Dictionary of the
Bible��rev��ed���s�v��'leprosy'; R V��
Hulse��The nature of Biblical �leprosy��
and the use of alternative
medical terms in modem translations 
of the Bible�' Palest Expbr��Q���1975��
toy��87—105; J��V��Kinnier
Wilson��'Organic diseases of ancient 
Mesopotamia�' in Brothwcll and 
Sandison��eds���Diseases �n��1��
pp��106�207; Max Sussman��'Diseases 
in the Bible and die Talmud�' in 
Brothwell and Sandison��eds��
Diseases �n��1���pp��211��216�217; 
Adam Patrick���Disease in antiquity
�
ancient Greece and Rome�' in
Bromwell and Sandison��eds���
Diseases �n��1���pp��244�245; Olaf K��
Skinenes��'Notes from die history
of leprosy�' IntJ��Lepr���1973��41��

320�337; A��Bloom��La Itpre dans 
Vancienne t�gypte et chez Us andens
Hibrtux �Cairo��1938�; D��L��
Zambaco��La Upre i transvers Its 
sticks et Us contries �Paris��1914���pp�
1�67; Victor Hingmuller��Die Upra 
�Berlin��1930���pp��4�7; Anmony 
Weymouth��Through the Upersquint
�London��1938���pp��71�73; and Paul 
Richter��'Beitrage zur geschichte des 
aussatzes�' Sudhoffs
Arch��Gesch��Med��Naturw���1911��4��
333�352��pp��344�352�
3��See the discussions of terminology 
in rUmr?\ and Arabic sources in 
Pauhu Aegineta��The seven
books o	Paulus Aegineta��trans��
Francis Adams��3 vols���London��
1844�47���n��17�23; Andersen �n��1��
pp��15�48; Hulse �n��3���pp��88�104�
4��The earlieit notice of the diseaie—
elephanas morbus—ii made by 
Lucretius �first century B�C���and
is taid to have come from Egypt �De 
natura rerum���Caeliui Aurelianus 
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claimed that Themison �first
century B�C��was the first doctor to 
have described elephantiasis; tee his 
On acute diseases and on chronic
diseases��ed��and trans��I��E��Drabkin 
�Chicago��1950���pp��816�819��TMs 
nomenclature for leprosy
should not be confused with what 
is today known as elephantiasis��the 
chronic disease resulting from
lymphatic obstruction��characterized 
by enormous enlargement of the parts 
affected��especially the
legs and scrotum
�Ar��da al�Jtl��Lt 
elephantiasis arabum�
j ��Galen��Mcdkmim graecomm opera 
quae exstant��ed��C��G��Kiirin��20 vols��
�Leipzig��1811�33���i >
1�146��Adglauamem; for the Arabic 
translation of this work��see Manfred 
Ullmann��Die medizin im
Islam �Leiden��1970���pp��45�46; see 
also Paulus Aegineta��Seven books �a��
3���n��9�10��17�
6��Aretaeus��77K extant works of 
Aretaeus��the Cappadodan��ed��and 
trans��Francis Adams �London�
1856���pp��3�i�373��494�497�
7��Ibid���p ��373�
8��Paulus Aegineta��Seven books �a��3���
n��10�
9��Aretaeus makes the middling 
observation that among ‹the Celts��
which are men called Gauls�
those alkaline substances made into 
balls��with which they cleanse thai 
clothes��called soap��������is a
very excellent thing to cleanse the 
body in the bath�› Works �n��6���p��494�
10��The use of pieces of a snake in wine 
to treat lepers appears to have been a 
familiar practice in
the early Christian era��Galen 
recommended it and various other 
mixtures��Ed��Kuhn �n��5���vn��312�
xiv��333��Aretaeus relates a ‹fable› 
about a man who was regenerated by 
drinking wine into which a
snake had crept—the man ‹put off the 
old skin��like the slough of a reptile�› 
Works �n��6���p��373�
Although Aretaeus himself found this 
incredible��the idea must have been 
derived from popular imitative
or sympathetic magic��because the 
snake successfully sheds its scaly skin 
and creates a new one�
The remedy is often mentioned in 
the Arabic medical literature; see��for 
example��Jabir ibn Hayyin�
Das buck dergifte desjdbir ibn 
Hayydn��trans��Alfred Siggel 
�Wiesbaden��1958���pp��40��143	12�
11��Galen��ed��Kuhn �n��5���rrv��757�
12��H��M��Koclbing and A��Stettler�
Schar��‹Aussatz��lepra��elephantiasis 
graecorum—zur geschichte
der lepra in altertum�› in Beitrage zur 
geschichte der lepra �Zurich��1972���
pp��34�54�
13��A��Stcttfer�Schar��‹Leprologie im 
mittdaltcr mid in der fruhen neuzeit�› 
in BeUrige zur geschichte
der lepra �Zurich��1972���pp��55�83��
55�
14��See Ullmann��MaHzin im Islam �n��
5���pp��86�87�
15��Panluj AegineQ��Seven books �n��

3���n��1�23�
16��See Karl Sudhoff��'Hat dai Konzil 
von Ankyra abjonderungjvondrriften 
fOi leprakranke erlauen?'
Sudhoffs Arch��Oesch��Med��Naturm���
1911��4��379�383�
17��Andenen �n��1���pp��14�54; Hulje 
�n��a���pp��88�103�
18��Leprosy was also a subject in the 
quaa�medical literature of alchemy 
and magic��which hai been
excluded from the present study��For 
theie topics��tee Manfred Ullmann��
Katalog ia arabischai aU
chtmistischm handschrifttn ia Chester 
Beatty Library��part 1 �Wiesbaden��
1974���pp��20��129��185; and
idem��Die natur��und 
gcheimwissensdHiftat im Islam 
�Leiden��1972
19��See my article��Tlie leper in 
medieval Muslim society�› in 
Medicine��society and history in the
Middle East��ed��Basim Musallam �in 
press���which examines the social 
status of the leper; it Is a complement
to the present study�
20��E��Seidel��‹Die medizin im kitib 
mafatih al�›ulum�› Sber��phys��med��
Soz��ErUmgen��191 5��47�1�79�
pp��10��16�17; H�1 Man?ur��LisSn ai�
›arab��s�v���bahaq�› ‹baras�› �barash�› 
‹judhim�› ‹wadah›; E��W�
Lane��Arabic�English lexicon��yv��
�barisa�1 �bahiqa�› ‹judhlmun�›
21��Richter �n��2���pp��328�352; Paulus 
Aegineta��Seven books �n��3���n��12�15��
21�23; C��Elgood�
‹On the significance of al�baras and 
al�bahaq�› J��Proc��Asiat��Soc��Beng���
1931��27��177�181; Strttler�
Schar �n��13���pp��56�62; Dols �n��19�; 
P��de Koning��Trois traitis Sanatomie 
Arabes �Leyden��1903��
pp��805�807�
22��See the discussion of ash�Sharif 
al�Murtadl��Ghurar al�fawa›id��2 
vols���Cairo��1954���1��5�
23��See ath�Tha›ilibi��at�Tamthil 
�Cairo��1961���p��15; Ullmann��Kataiog 
�n��18���p��190; al�Jihi?�
al�Bursan ival�›urjSn �Cairo��Beirut��
197a���p��37; and idem��Three essays of 
al�JMz��ed��J��Hnkel�
�Cairo��1963���p��12; Karl Opitz��Die 
medizin im Koran �Stuttgart��1906���
pp��22�23��27��39�4°; 3n&
Mir�Hossein Nabavi��Hygiene und 
medizin im Koran �Stuttgart��1967���
pp��27�28
24��Stcttkr�Schir �n��13���p��59�
25��Richter �n��a���pp��333�335��344�
26��R��G��Cochrane��Biblical leprosy
�
a suggested interpretation��2nd ed��
�London��1963���p��13�
27��T��Noldeke��Neue betirige zur 
semitischen sprachuHssenscnaft 
�Strasbourg��1910���p��88��n��2; G�
W ��F ��F r e y t a g ��L e x i c o n 
arabic&Aatmwn��s�v���bayid1; Opitz 
�n��23���Mcdizin im Koran��p��22�
28��Freytag �n��27���s�v���ialaV; 
H��P��J��Renaud��'Un chirurgien 
musulman du royaume de Grenade

Muhammad al�Safta�' Hesperis��1935��
20��1�20��p��7�
29��Freytag �rL 27���s�v��'su'un�' 
'ahsabu�'

30��'Aus einem briefe dej Herm Coruul 
Wetotcin an Pro£ Fleischer�' Z��it��
morgcnlind��Ges���1869�
23��309�313��p��310�311�
31��MaUer�Chrijteruen �rL 1���
pp��295�302; idem��'Evidence of 
tuberculoiij��leproiy and syphilis in
antiquity and the middle ages�' 
Procttdings of the 19th international 
congress of the history of medicine
�Basel��1964����Basel��New York��1966���
pp��229�237��229�234; idem and D��R��
Hughes��'An early
case of leprosy from Nubia�' Mm��
1966��NJ��1��242�243��I am unaware of 
any evidence for leprosy
from the examination of skeletal 
remains from medieval Islamic sites��
especially the Polish excavation
at Kum ad�Dikkah�
32��The best study of leprosy in Arabic 
medicine is by A��Stettlrr�Schar �a��
13���but it is limited to
only a few texts that have been 
translated�
33��Abu Dlwud��Les gtnhations its 
miitdns et des sages �Tabaqil d�a�ibba 
wal�hukamZ���ed��F�
Sayyid �Cairo��1955���p��66�
34��There exists��however��an 
anonymous medical treatise��Fi 
l�baras��that contains the opinions of
Ibn Misawayh��ar�Rlzi��and Ibn Sin 
a on leprosy �WMS Or��no��28��fols��
I25b�i34b�; see A��Z�
TAonHar A catalogue of Arabic 
manuscripts on medicine and science 
in the Wellcome Historical Medical
Library��London �London��1967���
pp��70�71��126��See also Johannes 
Damascenus �Ibn Masawayh
�
MecHdnae Therapeutical Libri Vn 
�Basel��1543���Lib��m��cap��1��3��4��5�
35��Firdausu l�hikmat or paradise 
of wisdom��ed��M��Z��Siddiqi �Berlin��
1928���pp��318�335; tee UUmann�
Medizin im Islam �n��5���pp��119�112; 
and Max Meyerhof��' 'AH af�fabarTs 
paradiie of wijdom�'
Isis��1931�16��6�54�
36��TheJihrUt ofd�Nadim��tram��
Bayard Dodge��a volj���New York��
1970���n��6ai�
37��The medical formulary or 
Aqrabadhin of al�Kindt��tram��Martin 
Levey �Madiion��Wiic��1966��
pp��60��158; materia medica for 
leproiy��pp��233�334��241��247��261�
062��263�264��276��278��285��287�
291��296��305��318��320��322��330��339�
38��Ullmann��Medizin im Islam �n��5���
pp��102�103�
39��R��G��Cochrane��ed���Leprosy in 
theory and practice �Bristol��1959���
pp��88��122��125��128�
40��Paulua Aegineta��Seven books �n��
3���n��12��21�
41��Kitab adh�dhakhirah��ed��Gorgy 
Sobhy �Cairo��1928���pp��7��29��138—
141�
42��Kitab ft l�bayad alladhi yazharufi 
Ubadan��see Ullmann��Mcdizin im 
Islam �n��5���p��124�
43��E�g���Ibn al�Quff��Kitab 
ai�’umdahfi l�jirahah��2 volj��
�Hyderabad��1937���n��48�49
44��Ibn Manzur��Utsan al�'arab �n��
20���s�v��Tjaras�' gives the diminutive 
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buraypin for the condition
in rhiiHrrn
45��Ullmarm��MeSzin im Islam �a��5���
pp��128�136�
46��Al�Hawi��23 volt in 35 �Hyderabad��
1955�71���iv��59�60��65��73��93��xxm��
part a��1�33�47�73�
88�120; tee also Paulus Aegineta��
Seven books �n��3���n��14��23�33�
47��Ullmann��MeaHzin im Islam �n��5���
p��139�
48��The encyclopaedia of Islam��new 
ed���iv��' 'AH ibn al�'AbbaV
49��2 vols���Cairo��1877���1��310�311��n��
194�196��See the German translation 
�only 1��310�311��and
commentary by Richter �n��3���which 
deals primarily with the later Latin 
translation of the text��See
also Stettkr�Schar �n��13���pp��57�59; 
and Paulus Aegineta��Seven books �n��
3���n��13�13��21
50��See the attribution to Celnu of this 
text by al�Majusi for the identification 
of vitiligo
�Seidel
�n��20���p��16�
51��See Richter’i interpretation �n��2���
pp��333�335�
52��Ibid���p��333�
53��Tlie work waj again translated into 
Latin about A�D��1127 by Stephanof 
Antiodi as Liber regius�
54��Richter �n��2���pp��330�331; 
Ullmann��Medizin im Islam �n��5���pp��
140�146; Stettkr�Schar �n�
13���pp��57��61�65; Weymouth��
Ltpersquint �n��a���pp��74�75�
55��Peter Richard���The medieval leper 
�Cambridge��1977���pp��9�10�
56��Elgood �n��21�; Ullmann��Medizin 
im Islam �n��5���p��147�
57��Richter �n��2���pp��337�342; 
Stetrier�Schar �n��13���pp��59�60; 
Ullmann��Medizin im Islam �n��5��
pp��153�156; Paulus Aegineta��Seven 
books �n��3���n��12��21�
58��Qdniinfi f�fibb��3 volt �Buliq��
1 8 7 7 � ��m ��1 4 0� 1 4 6 ��2 8 1� 3 8 7 ��
Atypically among Arabic writen�
Ibn SIni asserted that leprojy waj 
endemic to Alexandria��recalling the 
same imputation by Galen
and others �Pliny��Marcellu
��of the 
disease to Egypt
59��Sec A��I��Silveitre de Sacy��
Chrtstomathie arabe��3 vols��in 4 
�Paris��1826�27���h 334; H>n ^~
Bayflr��ai�JSnW U�mujtadit ni�
adwiySh��4 vols��in 2 �Cairo��1874���rv��
99; Dols �n��19��
60��Uiimann��Meiizin 1m Islam �n��5���
pp��149�151; Paulus Aegineta��Seven 
booh �n��3���n��13�14�
22; Stettler�Schar �n��13���pp��59�61; 
Richter �n��2���pp��342�344�
61��Ibn at�Quf£ K��ei�’umdah �n��43���
1��155
�‘as�suqu��min gharyi ihsas�’
62��The only incontrovertible clinical 
evidence for the anesthetic symptomj 
of leprosy in the Middle
Eait was the famous case of Baldwin 
IV �d��A�D��1206���king of the Crusader 
Kingdom of Jerusalem;
the history of the king’s illness 
was recorded by hij tutor��William 
�Girilelmus���Bishop of
Tyre �A history of deeds done beyond 
the seas��trans��E��A��Babcock and A��C��

Krey��a vols���New York�
1934
��n��396��460���The affliction of 
Baldwin IV was specifically noted by 
Ibn Jubayr �The travels of
Ibnjubayr��trans��R��J��C��Broadhurst 
�London��1952
��p��324��
63��Albucasis��On surgery and 
instruments��ed��and trans��M��S��Spink 
and G��L��Lewis �Berkeley and
Los Angeles��1973���PP��142�149�
64��UHmann��Medizin im Islam �n��5���
pp�� ��Seven 
books �n��3���n��12�13�21�
65��Elgood �n��ai���pp��178�180; 
Ullmann��Medizin im Islam �n��5���p��
161; see also Jurjani��al�
Aghraz af�fibbiyah �Tehran��1966���
pp��$57�559�
66��I�e���Ibn Mas’ud ash�Shiria �d��
710	1311���Risalah sharifahfi l�baras��
Berlin MS no��6360 �Pet I�
370���fols��I39b�i43a �UHmann��
Medizin im Islam �a��5
��p��178�; Nafis 
ibn ‘Iwad �d��853	1449��
Sharh ai�asbab �Elgood �n��ai
��p��178��
Ullmann��Medizin im Islam �n��5
��p��
170�; Ghiyls ibn Muhammad�
Mir’atas�$ahih �Elgood �n��21
��p��
178�; and the treatise by Joseph �d��
917	1511��cited in H��A�
Iichtwardt��‘Leprosy in Afghanistan�’ 
Int��J��Lepr���1935��21��75�76��Elgood 
�n��31��is of the opinion
that these later works copied almost 
verbatim from Ibn SinJ and diat any 
differences in their descriptions
are due to errors rather than 
emendations�
67��See Ullmann��Medizin im Islam �n��
5���pp��176�177; and S��K��Hamameh��
The physician��therapist
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